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Project: Monon Rail-Trail in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana Trail Master Plan for 10 miles, construction 
documents for 7.5 miles 
 
 
Contact Entity: Indy Parks & Recreation 
 
Construction Costs: $3,230,000 
 For phases 1,2,3, & 6 
 
Completion Date: Phase 1: 1996 
Phases : 2,3, &6  1997 
 
Contact: 
Donald Colvin, Chief Planner Indy Parks 
200 East Washington Street Suite 2301 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 327-7031 
 
Team Involvement: 
Stephen F. Weintraut, P.E. Project Manager 
Alan L. Hamersly, P.E., Project Engineer 
Mark W. Neal, L.S., Survey Services 
Gary L. Pohl, P.E., V.P. Const. Inspection  
Nelson Steele, Client Liaison 

 
 

Project Summary:  
Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc., in associa-
tion with the landscape architecture firm of 
Rundell Ernstberger Associates, completed 
the Comprehensive Master Plan for this 10 
mile trail development in the City of Indian-
apolis, which includes schematic design 
drawings, preliminary cost estimates, and 
construction phasing plans. 
 
Over the course of several public meetings, 
design standards for the trail and associated 
facilities were developed, in an effort to lend 
a unique identity to the project and establish 
a high level of design quality throughout all 
phases of development.  Specific design ele-

ments of the Monon Rail-Trail project include 
layout of the multi-use trail, bridge rehabilita-

tion, street crossings, trailheads, signage system, and site amenities. 
  
Upon completion of the Master Plan, the design team developed construction documentation for sev-
eral phases of the Monon Rail-Trail, which included five renovated bridges, one new bridge, and ap-
proximately 7.5 miles of trail.  The design team also provided construction administra-
tion services for the project 
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Upon completion of the Master Plan, the design team developed construction documentation for several 
phases of the Monon Rail-Trail, which included five renovated bridges, one new bridge, and approxi-
mately 7.5 miles of trail.  The design team also provided construction administration services for the 
project 
 
Working with the City of Indianapolis, the design team has created one of the most successful trail pro-
jects in the country.  It is hard to understate the significance of this project to the City of Indianapolis: 
 
¨ it is the first rail-to-trail constructed in the City. 
¨ it establishes a model of planning and design for future development of the Indianapolis Greenways 

system. 
¨ it is respectful of the historical legacy of the Monon Railroad in its preservation of the Monon iden-

tity and its adaptive reuses of an historic landscape and its structures. 
¨ it promotes the stewardship and protection of natural, cultural, and historic resources along the trail 

for future generations. 
¨ it is an alternative transportation facility that promotes the physical connection of the community’s 

valuable resources including parks, schools, neighborhoods, places of work, cultural sites, and wild-
life habitats. 

¨ over one million people per year use the trail, with daily traffic counts of runners, rollerbladers, bik-
ers, and walkers exceeding 4,000 people. 

 
The Monon Rail-Trail is a project that has had an immediate and profound impact on the landscape of 
the City, as evidenced by the community’s enthusiastic response to and adoption of the project.  The 
project has won numerous design awards, including the City of Indianapolis Monumental Affair Excel-
lence in Design and Development Award, the Consulting Engineers of Indiana Merit Award, the Indiana 
Chapter of American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) Honor Award, and the ASLA Centennial 
Medallion Award, given in recognition of the nation’s most significant landscapes. 


